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BIBLE VERSE SPOTLIGHT 

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in
all circumstances; for this is God's will for you in

Christ Jesus.
1  T H E S S A L O N I A N S  5 : 1 6 - 1 8 .



Dear Faithful and Friends of Ypapanti: 

Many times people come and leave the Church with the same impression, and with a sense of minimal
benefit from their experience. Because of human nature, it is not uncommon for people to become
unresponsive to things that we become accustomed to. When we attend The Divine Liturgy, we should
remember, that one of definitions of the "Liturgy," means the work of the people. It does not mean
just the presence or the spectacle of the people, but the work, as in effort and the effort starts with
prayer, but does not end there. Because the work of the people goes beyond our liturgical prayer life,
it extends to our parish council, parish organizations and parish life, in general. The work that we do
should always be "a hymn of praise."

While it is not uncommon for some people to come to Church because they feel compelled because of
family ties, ethnic heritage, or because they were born in this Church, or because they have a sense
of obligation, there remains a greater need to do more. No matter what reasons there are, and there
may be many, it is essential that everyone recognizes the sacred responsibility to be active in Church
life. To be a member of the Church means that we must put something into the life of the Church. To
do so, gives evidence to ourselves and others, that there are duties and responsibilities that we are
all to share towards our Church. We must resist taking this responsibility lightly. 

As, I conclude my first year, as your parish priest, (thank you for your love, respect, support and
responsiveness) I feel compelled to express my admiration for the faithful core of people, who
continuously give of themselves for the Church.  The great success of our recent festival was due to
our leaders and core group of parishioners. Their dedication is to be commended. But, I can’t help
but wonder about those who come out of the “woodwork,” and contribute to the many tasks
necessary to accomplish a successful event. Their contributions are greatly appreciated, but I must
ask, what would it take to motivate them to be more involved in the life of the Church?
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The importance of this lies in the true meaning of the Church.

Surely we all recognize that the Church is not just a building; it is not just an organization or an
institution; it is not an ethnic enclave; nor is it a social service organization. It is, as St. John
Chrysostom writes: “made up of the souls of us human beings," that cannot be built by stone and
mortar, but rather by the "spiritual growth of its members into the full reality of Jesus Christ." In
other words, the Church is about making Christ real in our lives!

The Church then, is composed of God's people, who gather together in His Name, thereby calling
ourselves Christians; people who share a common faith and hope in the risen Christ, as the fulfillment
of God's revelation for the salvation of our souls.

The Church is made up of people who affirm the truth of Orthodoxy through faith, belief and
experience, not as preachers, but people who continue to proclaim the Gospel in action, as fellow
workers with Christ and all His followers down through the centuries.

Hence, every persons involvement is very essential, for not only the life of the Church, but for our own
spiritual life. The Lord calls everyone to discover this most sacred responsibility that necessitates
recognizing the importance of our being an active Church member, that requires our commitment to
regularly contribute to the welfare of the Church. We are to use what God has given us, to His Glory,
through the life of His Holy Church.

Your Servant at the Lord’s Holy Altar,
Father Joseph Cervo
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Dear Church Family,

What a beautiful summer we had! Many of our friends were able to travel to
Greece and other wonderful destinations this year, we were able to worship &
have fellowship together, continue our open mic nights, greek dance
together, provide food/clothing/hot meal pantries, assemble backpacks for
the needy, and last but not least – prepare for and conduct our 40th Annual
Food Festival…on a new date!!!

The GreekFest was very successful, and it was a joy to see so many working
together for the good of our Church. The thing that struck me the most was
the overall sense of joy and camaraderie. There were old relationships
renewed, and new relationships formed. How wonderful to become closer
with each other through hard work for our Church!

September 1st is the beginning of the ecclesiastical new year, and we are
planning some fun activities for all.  Please stay tuned…

Looking forward to seeing you in Church!

Marguerite Ellis
Parish Council President
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Please make contributions to Presentation of Christ Church,  
with 'Capital Campaign' indicated on the memo line.  

Contributions also accepted online.

 40 YEARS AND RUNNING..

Phase One -  FUNDED!!!
Replace The Olympia Hall Sign  

Complete the Hall Foyer Renovation
HVAC Upgrades

Emergency Lighting Updates
Commercial Grade Dishwasher

 

 Phase Two...In progress
Paint Banquet Hall

Replace 5400 sq ft Flooring

Phase Three
Restroom/Plumbing Upgrades

For 40 years, Olympia Hall has been the center of the social life and ministries of our
beloved Ypapanti.  The fellowship created in Olympia Hall has brought together

generations of families and friends to further grow the roots of this community.  We
must maintain our facilities to ensure our legacy for future generations!   

 Olympia Hall is the home of our annual Food Festival, which not only keeps our Church
and its ministries on strong financial footing, but it also provides us an opportunity to

strengthen our bonds and the fellowship within our community. It is how we introduce
others to our Faith and Culture.

CAMPAIGN PROJECT UPDATE:
 

WE ARE ON TO PHASE TWO, AND THE PAINTING PORTION IS HALFWAY FUNDED!!!

EVERY DONATION MAKES A DIFFERENCE - IF YOU HAVEN’T DONE 
SO & ARE ABLE, PLEASE CONTRIBUTE

Upcoming Fundraisers:  
Gyro Day

Henry Paul Acoustic Show
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Anastasia Andrews
Tasso & Gloria Batis
Marcie Borsch
Paula & Dan Borsch
James & Alexis Breen
Georgina Callas
Fr. Joe & Presbytera Linda Cervo
Nick Chirigos
Mary Doreza
Elaine Ellis
George & Marguerite Ellis
Claudia Farmer
Dean Geanous
Stefanos & Argyro Giannikas
Grecian Odyssey Dancers
George & Anthea Kachulis
Ernie & Diane Kampetis
Nick & Karen Karnavas
Karystinos Family
Effie Kazakos
Joan Kenney
Robert Kirkpatrick
Sotos & Irene Kolocouris
George & Joan Kotjarapoglus
Chris Kouklis
Gerald & Diane Koutavas
Sophie Koutsavlis

 

 We need everyone's support
to make our plan a reality!!!

TOGETHER WE CAN REACH
OUR GOALS AND FINISH THE

PAN OF BAKLAVA!

John & Mary Kyriakides
Dr. Kyros Family
Dn. Bill & Dns. Mary Leogas
Petros & Gail Mantzouridis
Emmanuel Markantone
Dr. Greg & Anne Markantone
Josephine Markantone
Dr. Steve & Mindy Markantone
Toni Morgan
Dr David & Stephanie Neuschwander
Jamie Orfanopoulos
Steve Petrakis
Mary Papazis
Bill & Elaine Petrakis
Tootie Pranis
Stan & Adrienne Prestogeorge
Elaine Quinn
Maria Romesberg
Dr. Tom & Sandy Rosvanis
Tina Rushe
Nancy Russon
John Sagas
St. Catherine's Philoptochos
Emmanuel & Theodora Stupakis
Josh & Lacey Sturm
YASSOU
Dave & Jen Zafris
Mike & Kay Zanic
Fran Zottola

 

THANK YOU TO OUR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN DONORS!









Did you turn in
your 2023

pledge card?

R E M I N D E R

Just click the "giving" tab on the church website,
or mail in/bring your pledge card to Church (just

don't forget to fill out the back!)

WWW.YPAPANTI .NET
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Metropolis News:

Photos:
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2023 Greek Fest
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8:30am 
Matins

9:30am
Divine Liturgy

8:30am 
Matins

9:30am
Divine Liturgy

12:00pm
Philoptochos

8:30am 
Matins

9:30am
Divine Liturgy

8:30am 
Matins

9:30am
Divine Liturgy

*Olympia Hall
Booked*

*Olympia Hall
Booked

5:30-6:30

Food & 
Clothing
Pantry

 

7:00pm
Parish
Council
Meeting

*Sunday
School every
Sunday after
Holy
Communion*

Vigil of the
Nativity of
the
Theotokos

5:30pm
Matins

6:30pm
Divine
Liturgy

Feastday of
the Holy
Cross

1:00pm            
*Olympia Hall
Bereavement  
Luncheon”          

Vigil of the
Holy Cross

5:30pm
Matins

6:30pm
Divine Liturgy
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Nativity of
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PRESENTATION OF CHRIST 
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

1672 Electr ic Ave,  East  P i t tsburgh,  PA 151 12   |    412-824-9188

For more information,  f ind us at :
www.Presentat ionofChr istPgh.org 

Fol low us on Facebook & Instagram: @Presentat ionofChr ist
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Under the jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew I, His Eminence Elpidophoros Archbishop of

the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and His
Eminence Metropolitan Savas. The mission of the

Presentation of Christ is to proclaim with joy the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, to teach and spread the Orthodox Christian

Faith and to be a community devoted to and energized by
the love of God and our neighbor.

O R G A N I Z A T I O N S  &
 C O M I T T E E S

Sunday School &
Youth Program

GOYA

Outreach Ministry

Philoptochos

YASOU

Cantor

Organist

Grecian Odyssey
Dancers

Book/Icon Store

Choir

Newsletter

Paula Borsch

Stellanie Kyros

Diane & Ernie 
Kampetis

Deborah  Grysiak
Lucy Koutsavlis,

President

Tootie Pranis

Stefanos Giannikas
Filia Arvanitis

Tom Rosvanis

Marguerite Ellis

 Mary Doreza,
Director

Elias Bardis,
President

Deborah Grysiak

Tom Rosvanis
Adrienne

Prestogeorge
Paulina

Neuschwander

Marguerite Ellis, President
Steve Markantone, 1st Vice President
Ernie Kampetis, 2nd Vice President
Chris Kouklis, Treasurer
Paula Borsch, Asst. Treasurer
Jamie Orfanopoulos, Secretary

Anastasia Andrews
Claudia Farmer
Dean Geanous

Sophie Koutsavlis
Toni Morgan

Tom Rosvanis
Josh Sturm

David Zafris
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Rev. Father Joseph Cervo
Email: frjcervo@sbcglobal.net

Cell Phone: 330-284-8353
*While Fr. Joe will be in the office regularly, feel free to contact

him if you wish to set up a time to meet.

Sunday Services
Matins: 8:30AM

Divine Liturgy: 9:30AM
To live stream, click "Live Services" on our website

Susan Wargo
Office Administrator

Email: PresentationofChristOffice@gmail.com
Office Phone: 412-824-9188

Office Fax: 412-824-9740


