
In This Holiday Issue

A  L E T T E R  F R O M  F R .  J O E             P G  2

T H I R D  A N N U A L  A N G E L  T R E E
A N N O U N C E M E N T                       P G  3

S T E W A R D S H I P  L E T T E R               P G  4
 
F E A T U R E  L E T T E R :  " I T ' S  N O T
S U P P O S E D  T O  H U R T  T H E R E "      P G  5     

P H O T O S                                    P G  7

F U N D R A I S E R S                           P G  9

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  &  
S A V E  T H E  D A T E S                      P G  1 2

F U N D R A I S E R S                          P G  1 3

D E C E M B E R  C A L E N D A R              P G  1 5

THE CURRENT
D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2

BIBLE VERSE SPOTLIGHT

When they saw the star, they rejoiced
with great joy!
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The Orthodox services and hymns for the Nativity of our Lord are incomparable, deeply
mystical, gems of liturgical worship and theological reflection. It is only right that we
commemorate the birth of the Son of God with special reverence and solemnity. What kind of
parish would we be if we ignored the majesty of Christmas?

Our tradition calls for a full complement of liturgical services on Christmas Eve and Christmas
morning. The day beginning in the morning of Christmas Eve (the paramon of the Feast) and
extending into the evening, with Great Vespers and Artoklasia, into the morning hours of
Christmas Day. There is a definite parallel between the Feasts of the Nativity and Holy
Pascha. The only variation is that for the Nativity, we move Orthros and the Divine Liturgy
from midnight hours, to morning daylight hours. As directed by our Metroplitan Savas, we will
celebrate the services accordingly. 

As an older priest, with many experiences, I feel compelled to remind you, with love and
concern, that if we neglect the services of Christmas, we dishonor our Lord and minimize our
faith, crippling our witness to the world and robbing our souls of the Word of Life. It is an
extremely sad sight to see the church sparsely occupied on Christmas Eve and Christmas
morning, when the nave should be full and the air resplendent with the sounds of joyous
hymns as we welcome the Birth of God’s Only-Begotten Son. “This is the reason why the Word
of God was made flesh, and the Son of God became Son of Man: so that we might enter into
Communion with the Word of God, and by receiving adoption might become Sons (and
daughters) of God.” (St. Irenaeus of Lyons).

We compromise our faith with regard to Christmas, if we ignore the beautiful services of the
Church. It is tragic that so many have relegated Christ to a minor role in this Holy Season.
When family holiday traditions once centered around Church services, now for many they do
not include them at all! Under the circumstances the remedy is to work to conform our holiday
observances to the Church, not to ask the Church to conform to our own.

Remember: “He that loves father and mother more than Me, is not worthy of Me: and he that
loves son or daughter more than Me, is not worthy of Me” (Matthew 10:37).

With heartfelt love I greet you all, as we approach the Great Feast of our Lord’s Birth. May the
Lord bless us, our families and our troubled world.

Dear Faithful & Friends of Ypapanti Parish,

Yours in the Incarnate Word,
 Father Joseph Cervo
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 I’m the type of person who starts listening to Christmas music on November 1st,

eats more sugar than the average elf, and whose favorite toy growing up was a

well-loved Rudolph doll that I picked out from my stroller when I was little. All

that to say, Christmas is my favorite time of year. There is so much happiness

that surrounds us during the holiday season, from beautiful lights and

decorations to wonderful carols and spending more time with family. Something

that always tugs at my heart strings the most though is watching children light

up with excitement as they experience the joy of the season.

As a Christmas enthusiast, I try to spread joy in any way I can. We are blessed

with the opportunity again this year to spread joy to our neighbors with

Ypapanti’s Third Annual Christmas Angel Tree. The Angel tree tradition was

actually started in Virginia in 1979, when a couple decided they wanted to help

local families who wouldn’t be able to afford clothes or toys for their children at

Christmas. This couple set up a Christmas tree at a local mall and attached cards

to it with the names of children and some items they needed written on those

cards (many of the cards were decorated with angels, which is how the tree got

the name “angel tree”) for local shoppers to pick up. You might have noticed a

version of that in the Narthex of our church. Well, that’s our very own Angel

Tree!

 

I think the Angel Tree is important for many reasons, but I will share a couple

with you. First, it’s so easy to get caught up in the festivities of the season that we

can forget what we are really celebrating, which is Jesus’s birth. I love that with

the Angel Tree, we remind ourselves to “keep Christ in Christmas.” It’s nice to

take a step back to remember that this is a season for giving and making others

happy, which is such an amazing feeling. Second, as someone who loves working

with young children, and I believe every child should get to experience the

excitement of opening a present on Christmas morning. Jesus loves children, and

with the Angel Tree, we get to exemplify that love to our sweet young neighbors.

I love to imagine the surprise they must feel when they get presents from our

parish that they were not expecting to get due to financial hardships at home. So,

I encourage you, if you’re able, to spread joy with me this year by taking a name

off of our Angel Tree. If you can’t make it to church but would like to donate

towards a gift for our young friends, feel free to email or call the church office. I

appreciate your help, and I know the children do as well. I hope to see many of

you in church this season as we prepare for the big day! 

 

Dear Ypapanti Family,

Paulina Neuschwander

Thank you, and Merry Christmas!





When you go to a doctor for your annual check-up, he or she will often begin to poke, prod,
and press various places, all the while asking, “Does this hurt? If you cry out in pain, one of
two things has happened. Either the doctor has pushed too hard, without the right
sensitivity. Or, more likely, there’s something wrong, and the doctor will say, “We’d better
do some more tests. It’s not supposed to hurt there!”
I feel this way when I speak to my congregation about stewardship. If they cry out in
“pain” after hearing my sermons on giving, I wonder if I’ve pushed too hard, or if there is
need in their lives for the Great Physician because a Christian isn’t supposed to “hurt
there.” Giving should be second-nature to Christians.

St. Paul tells the Corinthians that God loves a “cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). He even
teaches them “He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not
grudgingly or of necessity…”(2 Corinthians 9:6,7). This Christian mindset toward sharing
our “wealth” is just the outward “symptom” of a deeper healing of our souls.

How can one become a “cheerful giver?” How can we learn how to avoid giving
“grudgingly or of necessity?” What kind of transformation of a man’s soul makes this kind
of attitude possible?

The simple (not easy) answer is love.
Wait; don’t get too far ahead of me. I’m not talking about the syrupy sentimentality that all
too often passes for love nowadays. And I am certainly not talking about a guilt-ridden
emotional manipulation that seems to shame us into giving. No, I am talking about the
“agape” first shown to us by God that, when received, actually “changes” us. It is this
sharing of love between Man and God that can liberate each of us from a soul destroying
selfishness that makes true spiritual freedom an elusive dream.

Take a moment to consider these three invitations to love that will, by God’s grace,
transform you into a “cheerful giver.”

First, The Invitation to Receive. The amazing truth is that until you and I can receive
God’s love, our souls are far too small to truly consider giving or sharing our lives as a
joyful act. You must first open your heart to receive what St. Paul called God’s
“indescribable gift” (2 Corinthians 9:15). It is in daring to believe that God truly loves me
unconditionally and has already shared ALL He has with me in the gift of eternal life in
His Son, Jesus. God has given completely and freely with no guarantee of any return on His
eternal gifts. He knows He never will diminish Himself by sharing all He has with us, so He
invites us to receive His gift of love. If you have the courage to accept this invitation, His
selfless love will enlarge your soul and make you a cheerful giver.

ITS NOT SUPPOSED TO HURT THERE

 
By: Father Chris Metropulos
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Second, The Invitation to Respond. The wisdom of the Church in calling me to do the hard
work of Christian prayer and worship is precisely to constantly encourage me to stay open
to the love of God. This is an everyday battle because we live in a world consumed with
self-interests and fear. But God’s love invites me to respond to Him and His willingness to
cheerfully give. And the only proper response to such a loving Gift is gratitude. It is exactly
this heart of gratitude that is at the center of the Church’s emphasis on prayer and
worship. At the heart of Orthodoxy is the Eucharist, which is humanity’s act of gratitude in
return for the loving gift of life from our Creator.

Finally, The Invitation to Reveal. After having Received God’s Love and Responded to
God’s love, we are now invited to Reveal God’s love. When I stay awake to God’s gracious
and cheerful Gift of eternal life through applying the wisdom of the Orthodox faith to my
everyday living through daily prayers, fasting, feasting, and alms giving, I make visible in
my everyday choices and actions that God’s love isn’t just the empty rhetoric of a half-
hearted religion, but a true and authentic relationship with God. I reveal my true faith; I
reveal my true motives, my true attitudes, when I choose to cheerful share of what I have
in direct response to all God has given me.

Becoming a cheerful giver is actually about becoming an authentic Christian. At the heart
of the Christian message is giving as God gives us His Son so that we could live forever.
How you give of your time, talents, and treasures makes visible who you really are and
what you really believe. In any event, encouraging you to become a “cheerful giver” isn’t
pushing too hard because, for a Christian, it isn’t supposed to hurt there. If it does, then
ask yourself if you have received, responded, and revealed the love of God.

ITS NOT SUPPOSED TO HURT THERE

 
Continued...
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Thank you to all who helped decorate our beautiful Ypapanti for Christmas!
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D o  y o u  h a v e  p h o t o s  y o u  w a n t  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  T h e  C u r r e n t  f r o m  a  f e l l o w s h i p
e v e n t ,  b a p t i s m ,  w e d d i n g ,  s e r v i c e  o r  m o r e ?  E m a i l  

P r e s e n t a t i o n O f C h r i s t O f f i c e @ g m a i l . c o m  a n d  u s e  t h e  S u b j e c t  L i n e  " P h o t o s  f o r  T h e
C u r r e n t . "  T h a n k  y o u !





Please print your name on the above line the way you would like it to appear 
on the card. Thank you for supporting our Christmas Card Campaign. 

 

2022 YPAPANTI 
Community Christmas Card 

 
It’s that time of year again for our annual Christmas 

card project – a wonderful way to send your greetings of 
the birth of our Lord to the entire parish community. 

Please print your name the way you would like it to be 
published on the card (English). 

 
In order for your name to be included, please return 

this form with your donation of $15.00 to the office by 
December 4, 2022. It can be placed in the collection basket 

or mailed to the office or brought to the office. 

 
2022 Poinsettias Donation Form 

 

You can honor your loved ones, or commemorate your 
departed loved ones, or simply wish to beautify the church 

during the Nativity of Christ holiday season and support 
our Church at the same time by sponsoring one or more 
beautiful poinsettias for Christmas. A donation of $20.00 
is requested. Please submit your order by December 4, 

2022 Thank you. 

Name: ______________________________________________

Number of plants___________  @$20.00 each ________ 

 
Name(s) _________________________________________________________









Did you turn in
your 2022

pledge card?

R E M I N D E R

Just click the "giving" tab on the church website,
or mail in/bring your pledge card to Church (just

don't forget to fill out the back!)

WWW.YPAPANTI .NET
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

D E C E M B E R

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

8:30am 
Matins

9:30am
Divine Liturgy

10:45am
Sunday 
School

Feast of St.
Barbara

8:30am 
Matins

9:30am
Divine Liturgy

10:45am
Sunday School

12:00pm
Philoptochos
Meeting

Parish Council
Elections

Christmas Card &
Poinsettia
Deadline

6:30pm
Clothing
Pantry Set
up

11am
Sandwiches
for Rankin
Christian
Center
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8:30am 
Matins

9:30am
Divine Liturgy

11am
Food, Clothes
& Hot Meal
Pantry*

5:30pm
Open Mic
Night @
Olympia Hall

8:45am 
Orthros

10am
Divine Liturgy

Feast Day of
St. Savas the
Sanctified

Joined by
Metropolitan
Savas @ St.
Nicholas
Cathedral in
Oakland:
9am
Matins

10am
Divine
Liturgy

Vasilopita
Order
Deadline

7pm
Parish Council
Meeting

8:30am 
Matins

9:30am
Divine Liturgy

10:45am
Sunday 
School

12pm
Parish
Christmas
Social

31

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

8:30am 
Matins

9:30am
Divine Liturgy

4pm
Great Vespers
& Artoklasia
for Christmas 



PRESENTATION OF CHRIST 
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

1672 Electr ic Ave,  East  P i t tsburgh,  PA 151 12   |    412-824-9188
 

For more information,  f ind us at :
www.Presentat ionofChr istPgh.org 

 
Fol low us on Facebook & Instagram: @Presentat ionofChr ist
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Under the jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew I, His Eminence Elpidophoros Archbishop of

the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and His
Eminence Metropolitan Savas. The mission of the

Presentation of Christ is to proclaim with joy the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, to teach and spread the Orthodox Christian

Faith and to be a community devoted to and energized by
the love of God and our neighbor.

O R G A N I Z A T I O N S  &
 C O M I T T E E S

Sunday School &
Youth Program

GOYA

Outreach Ministry

Philoptochos

YASOU

Cantor

Organists

Grecian Odyssey
Dancers

Book & Icon Store

Choir

Newsletter

Paula Borsch
 

Stellanie Kyros
 

Tasso Athans
 

Lucy Koutsavlis,
President

 
Tootie Pranis

 
Stefanos Giannikas

Filia Arvanitis
Tom Rosvanis

 
Marguerite Ellis

Roula Kyros
 

Mary Doreza,
Director

Elias Bardis,
President

 
Deborah Grysiak

 
Tom Rosvanis

 
Paulina

Neuschwander

Steve Markantone, President
Tom Rosvanis, Vice President
Stan Prestogeorge, Vice President
Paula Borsch, Treasurer
Ernie Kampetis, Asst. Treasurer
Jamie Orfanopoulos, Secretary

Anastasia Andrews
Peter J. Anthony

Tasso Athans
Marguerite Ellis

Petros Mantzouridis
Toni Morgan

Tootie Pranis
David Zafris
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Rev. Father Joseph Cervo
Email: frjcervo@sbcglobal.net

Cell Phone: 330-284-8353
*While Fr. Joe will be in the office regularly, feel free to contact

him if you wish to set up a time to meet.

Sunday Services
Matins: 8:30AM

Divine Liturgy: 9:30AM
To live stream, click "Live Services" on our website

Karry Kraeer
Office Administrator

Email: PresentationofChristOffice@gmail.com
Office Phone: 412-824-9188

Office Fax: 412-824-9740
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